
 

                                                                        Meet Garrett Murphy 
 

Garrett grew up in the Keystone State of Pennsylvania.  His family is 

from Butler and he attended Slippery Rock University where he      

received a bachelors degree in Park and Natural Resource             

Management .  Garrett is pictured here with his dad, Ken, on his left.  

His mother, Donna, is on his right beside his    sister, Melissa.  This 

photo  was  taken  recently  when  his  family  traveled  from         

Pennsylvania to see Garrett and his family in Lake Lure. 
 

While living in Pennsylvania, Garrett worked as a Park Ranger in four 

different parks with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  After           

patrolling the campgrounds, he always enjoyed being able to        

present interpretive programs to park visitors.  Garrett says that he will never forget the different     

natural, cultural, and historic places he has seen in his various roles. 
 

Garrett also worked for the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources as a Law Compliance          

Representative, in the Water Resource Division.   While living up North, in his free time he was able to 

go fishing for days on end and he always had a great appreciation for the solitude of the winter season.  

He revels in reminiscing about the fascinating experiences he had there.  If you ever have a chance to 

speak with him, be sure to ask about his days in the Star of the North, Minnesota. 
 

In one of his most recent positions as a Consulting Utility Arborist, Garret was able to travel through 

the state of Wisconsin.  He enjoyed the agricultural aspects of the state and 

meeting a diverse group of people.  He made many memorable contacts 

with people with different backgrounds and lifestyles. 

 

Garrett and his family moved to Lake Lure in the spring of 2018.  When he is 

not at work, he enjoys spending family time with his wife, Ashley, and their 

two young daughters Harper and Auna.  They enjoy going swimming, and 

are excited to go boating in the upcoming recreation season!  In addition to 

his family, Garrett’s passions in life are fishing and hunting.  His fishing skills 

are illustrated in this photo of  a fish he caught at Cocoa Beach, Florida.  
 

As the Development and Environmental Review Specialist, Garrett is responsible for these key areas:  

 Administering and enforcement of  zoning and nuisance regulations; providing citizen  

       assistance in interpreting zoning and other regulations, and presenting variance appeals.   

 Assisting in drafting ordinances, resolutions, and amendments; 

 Processing and approving development permit applications and issuing permits for zoning         

      compliance, sign and lake structures, and reviewing plans for development proposals; 

 Conducting site-plan reviews, construction drawings, and recommending revisions for                

compliance; 

 Issuing notices of violations, penalties, warnings, and stop-work orders; 

 Conducting inspections to determine compliance with land use regulations and managing related 

      inquiries; 

 Conducting research for the Community Development Director related to long-range planning 

       and development and providing staff support to the Board of Adjustment 
 

Garrett works for Brad Burton, the Community Development Director.  Brad said that he knew Garrett 

had a strong work ethic when he came in to interview for the job one morning after being at the        

hospital all night when his daughter was born at 3:00 am.  Garrett is a fantastic addition to the Town 

of Lake Lure and we are grateful to have him on our team!    

 

  


